
                                 
 

January 26, 2022 

 

Dear Prospective Sponsor, 

Salem Little League is ready to begin another season. As we did in 2021, the league will continue to 

provide a place for our players and families to play ball games, outdoors, with the safety of everyone 

our main goal.    

We, like everyone else, faced many challenges in 2021 caused by the pandemic.  This was in addition 

to the challenges with our stand rebuild.  Thanks to our new League President, Ed Colbert, and our 

volunteers who navigated through the constantly changing covid rules and regulations, we were able 

to play from late April to early November. Not only did all the games get played, but our brand-new 

concession stand opened at O’Grady Field as well.   

For those that do not know, our field was completely renovated after the 2018 season, as part of a 

flood mitigation project.  We were responsible for replacing our concession stand and press box.  SLL 

spent thousands of dollars over the past several years, and double that amount from services freely 

donated by members of our league or the community, along with grants, to get the stand completed. 

In the middle of last winter, neighbors called the city to alert them to someone trying to enter the 

concession stand. It was our volunteers, usually Paul Campagna, working inside until 10 or 11 at 

night, after their own day jobs, to make sure the building was completed, up to code, before opening 

day, so that we could occupy and open. Many others volunteered countless hours. Even our Little 

League District Administrator, Joe Baglieri, came up to Salem and helped us by installing windows.   

Getting the stand completed and open to the public was critical to our financial stability 

and was a major accomplishment under the circumstances. Without the stand, we lose 

those proceeds flowing back into the league, which keeps our costs, and thus participation 

fees for our families, low. While focused on that critical stand, two things happened. First, our 

cash reserves are obviously a little low with all the money spent to bring the stand to completion. 

Secondly, we have not had the funds to spend in other areas that we normally would. We have most 

of the funding to do our last part for the stand this spring, by having an HVAC system installed.  

There is nothing worse than begging for volunteers to work the stand, and for them to donate their 

time, only to be forced to work in stifling heat, in an unairconditioned building, with masks on, during 

hot summer nights. We want them to be a bit more comfortable when volunteering their time. Once 

completed, we will turn our attention to areas that we let go a little longer than we normally would, if 

not for the circumstances.  Those items are, but not limited to: 

 

• Replacing the batting cage netting in the current cages at O’Grady field for safety reasons- 
they are worn and falling apart.  Estimated at $2,500 

• Add additional speakers to the O’Grady Field PA system, positioned near the bleachers, so 

the volume can be lowered, but still heard by spectators, for the sake of the homeowners 
near the field. Nothing like Grammy/Grampy or Nana/Papa hearing “Now batting for the 
Marlins, #8, Julie! (or Johnny)!!”  Cost for this is TBD. 



                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 

 
 

• General maintenance and improvements to the Mark Park existing stand and press box for 

the softball players.  Rough estimate is $5,000 
• Install a new batting cage at Mack Park- this will be a challenge and expensive since the 

field is essentially built on a giant rock of granite.  One quote we already received was 

more than $25,000.  
 

Please know, we have the funds to operate.  We locked in our participation fees at the same levels as 

2020, despite inflation causing our costs for uniforms, baseballs, softballs, etc. to rise. However, as 

you can see above, to maintain and/or improve what we have, plus adding new amenities, like a 

batting cage at the Mack Park softball field, is expensive.   

As the future looks more promising, we hope to have more children signing up to enjoy just being 

outdoors. Salem Little League has never emphasized only wanting the best ball players in our league. 

We want every child to have the opportunity to play, regardless of their ability to pay. Watching a 

player make their first catch, or getting their first hit, is something the players, nor their fans 

cheering them on, ever forget.  

The SLL Board knows how much the kids need the outlet that LL activities provide during 

these trying times. A little bit of normalcy goes a long way.  

Our volunteers will make sure that on most spring and summer nights, the lights at O’Grady Field 

and Mack Park will be on, with players on the field and families enjoying games.   

The acknowledgement form for sponsors and signs is on page 3.  If you are a 2021 sponsor and 

cannot afford to help us this year, we certainly understand. Any donation will be appreciated. Unless 

we run out of room due to a flood of new sponsors wanting signs, the SLL Board has decided that 

once again, we won’t remove sponsor signs from 2020 and 2021 due to inability to renew- just let us 

know. Those sponsors with signage, new or carried over, will have their information 

displayed in front of hundreds of Salem families during our “regular season”, and by 

hundreds of North Shore families during our all-star tournament, summer ball and fall ball 

programs. It’s great advertisement!   

Any long-time team sponsor, you still get a team as a sponsor.  It is the very least SLL can do for 

you, after what many of you have done for us.   

Please follow our Facebook page (Facebook.com/LLSalem) and check out the 1st edition of the 

league’s newsletter to see stories and pictures from our 2021 seasons, on our website, 

www.salemll.info and then click on Newsletter on the top menu. 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to all of you, and we hope you, your friends and families are well.  We 

hope you’ll come down and catch a game with us this spring and summer.     

Peter Porcello  
Special Assistant to the Board and Fundraising Chair 

Salem Little League 

 

http://www.salemll.info/


                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

  Please make checks payable to Salem Little League 


